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The selected film category is category III entailing about art museums/galleries/commodification of art. From the three documentaries provided, the two that have been selected are The National Gallery and Exit Through the Gift Shop. The National Gallery documentary by Frederick Wiseman entails about being one of the world’s great museums from the 13thcentury till the end of the 19th century. The museum has 2400 paintings with its location in London. Various galleries are the documentary sequences mainly on education programs, restoration, studies, curators and even exhibitions and planning. Everything from frame-makers painstaking work to boardroom meetings and dancing performances is shown in London National Gallery. It is an inspiring film. On the other hand, Exit Through the Gift Shop documentary entails about Thierry Guetta, a French shop-keeper who is Los-Angeles-based. Guetta has an idea of street artists filming while they create their work. One of the artists is Banksy and has a global reputation in his work. Guetta befriends him and while documenting Banksy turns back the camera to him. It is basically about how the French man tried to set out to film the likes of Banksy referred to as un-filmable and ended up failing. The content developed in this paper will compare and contrast The National Gallery documentary and Exit Through the Gift Shop documentary which even by their titles seem to be interesting. (Brody, 2013) 
When making documentaries, there are a variety of approaches to making the point and even narration of ideas hence the emergence of different elements which include camerawork, editing piece to piece, effects and many others. The National Gallery and Exit Through the Gift Shop are two documentaries that compare and contrast in their approach. It is quite clear that these two documentary films have features and approaches that make them similar and even differ in their overall feel and look. 
When trying to compare and contrast these two documentaries, the primary feature that needs to have a consideration is the rational and purpose and what the topic is and the achievement that is being aimed at. When it comes to the National Gallery documentary the topic is about a historical documentary about a museum in the 13th to the end of the 17th century representing human experience from the paintings. The documentary seeks to explain how the development of paintings between these centuries enhanced a variety of things resulting in educational programs. In the case of Exit Through the Gift Shop, the topic is about the French shop-keeper whose attempts to befriend Banksy, a graffiti artist failed. There results to regret when an agreement about a suggestion is reached through conviction of key players in the documentary. There are mentions that arise since there are instances of mistreatment of individuals based on others to take advantage of them as evidence when Thierry becomes an acronym and the suggestion might result in Banksy regretting. It can be noted that Exit Through the Gift Shop documentary is focusing on things happening on the current day world while the National Gallery documentary attempts to connect how past things can relate to the current day society. The tendency to take the audience on the journey behind the scenes to the heart of the museum is a clear indication that there is the development of the connection between the ancient and the current world. A similarity hence occurs. (Brody, 2013)
The audience is also an important consideration in comparing and contrasting the two documentaries. It is quite clear that the creative side of the documentaries is aiming to achieve the commercial side of things. The National Gallery documentary is an international market product as the issue is relevant in the country and even other countries since a huge number of people come to visit to have a glance of the drawings from early times. There is a huge target audience. The amplification of the huge target market is that there is a requirement of a huge budget which will lead to huge attraction. The Exit Through the Gift Shop documentary, on the other hand, is seen to be for the domestic market as the issue is only popular in Los Angeles. Although Thierry Guetta seems to have enough money, the issue can only be popular in the country and not in other countries. The idea of art and gallery is also a similarity. The main reason behind this is because of them without the idea, it would be impossible to bring people together. The National Gallery documentary audience ranges from OAPS to journalists, tourists and school kids. On the other hand, Exit Through the Gift Shop documentary brings street artists together to who are to be filmed while creating their work. All in all, the two documentaries have a focus on the commercial side of things.
These features tend to identify the basic differences between The National Gallery and Exit Through the Gift Shop as documentaries but are not fundamental enough on how they will turn out to be. In reference to style and content, there has been an emphasis on aim, purpose and audience and even the available resources as the documentaries features in differentiating the two. (Dormehl, 2012)  
With the above similarities in the two documentaries, the National Gallery and Exit Through the Gift Shop documentaries are in contrast in relation to their content. The two documentaries content are closely affected by what needs to be covered to say their purpose and what they it is they want to say in a manner that the target audience understands. When it comes to matters to do with content, it is evident that the Exit Through the Gift Shop is very personal in nature. Its basis is upon individuals and their emotions. The idea of Thierry Guetta telling street artists he is making a documentary and has no intention of footage editing in the end into a cohesive one results to the emergence of emotions whereas many of them agree to participate. The documentary is made more personal in the event when Banksy realizes Thierry is a lousy film-maker who appears to have an interesting character in an odd yet a quite appealing and impressive way. The whole documentary film is developed based on personal nature. 
When it comes to The National Gallery content, it is very different from that of the Exit Through the Gift Shop. It is a historical documentary film hence its aim is the presentation of the past. The main focus is on how events of the past were through visiting the museum to have an idea. These presentations are an aid to people visiting in an understanding up to today. The emotional journey of the involved people is not a focus on the documentary hence its concentration is on historical figures. “How individuals identify themselves about the artists work in the museum shows satisfaction that is not heavily relying on emotions.” (Dormehl, 2012) 
The other difference is based on style. Exit through the Gift Shop documentary is very unique and distinct in its style of approach. It has no narrator but has individuals who narrate through the segments of the documentary. It is quite clear that Banksy who is one of the participating artists refuses to be shown on the screen unless it is blacked out. It is a clear indication that the lighting idea by Banksy helps in the achievement of the intended feel or style. The audience is hence given a feeling of seriousness through the idea of blacking out.  
When it comes to the National Gallery documentary film, the lighting is dramatic inside the museum with shadows being cast across the art diagnosing them. Wiseman takes the audience inside the activities that define the glorious museum. Lively and informed talks are given about art history and how different art particularly religious art in the past centuries functioned. There are also Greenpeace activists who from the roof of the gallery rappel down. The camera work for the documentary is very traditional compared to Exit Through the Gift Shop. The documentary gives a feeling of less engaging with the emotions of characters. The use of special effects in the documentary shows how the traditions that completely differ from what we experience today. “The various features of the National Gallery documentary give it the desired style and fulfill its aim which is to have viewers’ entertained bout the historical event and the individuals involved.” (Brody, 2013) 
In conclusion, it is quite clear there are many similarities and differences between the National Gallery and Exit Through the Gift Shop documentaries However, it is through the differences that result in different bodies of work that are dictated highly by factors such as audience, marketing, aim, and content  and the profound effect on elements such as lighting and camerawork. (In Cammaer, In Fitzpatrick & In Lessard, 2018) 
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